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Liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen,

wir hoffen, dass es Ihnen gut geht. 

Wir freuen uns, Sie nach dem erfolgreichen Launch 
des German Desk Newsletters im Juli 2021 und 
der letzten Ausgabe aus Februar 2023 auch zu 
dieser (inzwischen fünften) Ausgabe wieder als 
Leserinnen und Leser begrüßen zu können. 

Seither gab es innerhalb des Morais Leitão Legal 
Circle relevante Entwicklungen. Denn seit Kurzem 
ist der Legal Circle nach Angola, Kapverden, 
Mosambik und Portugal auch in Singapur vertreten. 

Das in der Nähe der Marina Bay von Singapur 
gelegene Büro ermöglicht es Morais Leitão, 
international tätige Mandanten – etwa asiatische 
Kunden bei ihren Aktivitäten in Portugal und 
im lusophonen Afrika sowie portugiesische und 
lusophone afrikanische Unternehmen bei ihren 
Aktivitäten im asiatisch-pazifischen Raum – über 
dieses neue Hub zwischen Asien-Pazifik, Afrika und 
Europa noch besser beraten zu können, etwa in 
Sektoren wie Energie und natürliche Ressourcen, 
Technologie, Infrastruktur, TMT, Versicherungen, 
Private Equity, Infrastruktur, Biowissenschaften, 
Schifffahrt - um nur einige zu nennen. Deshalb 
haben wir den Legal Alerts in dieser Ausgabe eine 
kurze Vorstellung Singapurs vorangestellt. 

Es gab in den vergangenen Monaten natürlich auch 
zahlreiche rechtliche Entwicklungen. Von einigen 
der relevantesten Änderungen berichten die in der 
vorliegenden Ausgabe enthaltenen Legal Alerts aus 
Portugal (z.B. neues Asset-Management-Regime; 
private Durchsetzung des Gesetzes über digitale 
Märkte (Digital Markets Act); neue Regeln für 
Märkte für virtuelle Vermögenswerte (crypto assets); 
Informationsbericht über die Einkommensteuer: 
eine neue rechtliche Verpflichtung für 

multinationale Unternehmen; Einführung des 
Nationalen Anti-Korruptions-Mechanismus: 
ein neues Ordnungswidrigkeitenregime; 
Verbraucherschutzsammelklagen), Angola 
(Fusionskontrolle: aktuelle Entwicklungen; 
Vereinfachung und Ausnahmen vom Verfahren zur 
Ausgabe von Tourismusvisa; Neuer Rechtsrahmen 
für die Speditionstätigkeit, Neues Allgemeines 
Arbeitsrecht: Wesentliche Änderungen und 
Auswirkungen), Kapverden (Erbringung von 
Dienstleistungen mit virtuellen Vermögenswerten 
und digitalen Banken - Regulierung und 
Gründung) und Mosambik (Fusionskontrolle: 
aktuelle Entwicklungen; neues Investitionsgesetz; 
Registrierung von Dienstleistern für virtuelle 
Vermögenswerte bei der Zentralbank; Registrierung 
und Lizenzierung von Vermittlern elektronischer 
Dienstleistungen und Betreibern digitaler 
Plattformen). 

Die Praxis, einen Leitartikel in deutschsprachigem 
Volltext abzubilden, setzen wir in dieser zweiten 
Ausgabe mit einem Artikel „Vereinfachung des 
Umweltschutzes: das Motto für die Förderung von 
Projekten und Investitionen in Portugal“ fort. 

Und, last but not least, berichten wir über Julia 

Förster, die im Sommer 2023 die Gruppe deutscher 
Referendare, die bei ML ihre Wahlstation absolviert 
haben, erweitert und bereichert hat. 

Für Fragen und Anregungen zu unserem Newsletter 
stehen wir Ihnen jederzeit gerne zur Verfügung. 

Ihr Morais Leitão German Desk Team

EDITORIAL

https://www.mlgts.pt/xms/files/site_2018/Newsletters/2021/Newsletter_German_Desk.pdf
https://www.mlgts.pt/xms/files/site_2018/Newsletters/2021/Newsletter_German_Desk.pdf
https://www.mlgts.pt/xms/files/site_2018/Newsletters/2023/Newsletter_German_Desk_Nr4_fev_23.pdf
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/legal-circle/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/legal-circle/
https://www.alcadvogados.com/en/
https://www.vpqadvogados.com/en/
https://www.hrlegalcircle.com/en/
https://www.hrlegalcircle.com/en/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/international/offices/Singapore/24184/
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major topics. By way of background, the PCA also 

notes that it has created a task force for the digital 

sector that has been analyzing several complaints 

and exposures, as well as developing unofficial 

investigations. 

30.01.2023

CORPORATE

Asset Management Regime

Decree-Law no. 27/2023, of 28 April, was 

published last Friday in the Official Gazette (Diário 

da República), approving, as an annex, the asset 

management regime (RGA). This decree‑law, 

which will generically come into force 30 (thirty) 

days after its publication, i.e., on 28 May 

2023, revokes the General Regime of Collective 

Investment Undertakings (RGOIC) (approved as 

an annex to Law no. 16/2015, of 24 February) 

and the Legal Regime of Risk Capital, Social 

Entrepreneurship and Specialised Investment 

(RJCRESIE) (approved as an annex to Law 

no. 18/2015, of 4 March).

28.04.2023

LEGAL ALERTS

Portugal

COMPETITION

The Portuguese Competition Authority 
publishes its best practice guide on 
gun‑jumping 

The Portuguese Competition Authority (PCA) 

published, on the 27th of December, a guide 

for best practices regarding the precautions 

to be adopted, by companies participating in 

mergers subject to prior notification, in order 

to avoid the risks of breach of the duty to 

suspend the implementation of the operation 

before the approval by the PCA (also known as 

“gun‑jumping”).

09.01.2023

Defence of Competition in the Digital 
Sector

The Portuguese Competition Authority (PCA) 

– having already assumed digital as one of its 

priorities for 2023 – has published a policy brief 

on “Defence of Competition in the Digital Sector 

in Portugal”, where it focuses its analysis on four 

publication (i.e., on 29 June 2023), with different 

implementation dates dependent on the matters.

14.06.2023

TAX

The Income Tax Information Report

The duty to publish the income tax information 

report, which will apply to tax periods beginning 

on or after 22 June 2024, will apply only to large 

multinational companies operating in Portugal, in 

line with the regime of the Country-by-Country 

Reporting.

24.08.2023

CRIMINAL, REGULATORY 
OFFENCES AND COMPLIANCE

Setting up MENAC and the start of a new 
administrative offence regime

On 6 June 2023, Ministerial Order 

no. 155‑B/2023 was published, announcing the 

installation of the National Mechanism to Prevent 

Corruption (Mecanismo Nacional Anticorrupção – 

MENAC), which is responsible for monitoring and 

sanctioning offences against the General Regime 

TMT

Private enforcement of the Digital Markets 
Act

The Digital Markets Act (DMA), approved by 

Regulation (EU) 2022/1925 of the European 

Parliament and of the Council of 14 September 

2022 on contestable and fair markets in the digital  

sector, which has the purpose of contributing “to 

the proper functioning of the internal market by 

laying down rules to ensure contestability and 

fairness for the markets in the digital sector in 

general, and for business users and end users of 

core platform services provided by gatekeepers” 

(see Recital (7) of the DMA), shall apply since 2 

May 2023.

03.05.2023

CRYPTO-ASSETS

New rules for markets on crypto-assets

The Regulation (EU) 2023/1114 of the European 

Parliament and of the Council of 31 May 2023, 

regarding the markets on crypto-assets (MiCA 

Regulation), was published in the Official Journal 

of the European Union on 9 June 2023, and came 

into effect on the twentieth day following its 

https://www.mlgts.pt/en/knowledge/publications/Legal-Alert-Asset-Management-Regime-Decree-Law-No-272023-of-28-April/24205/
https://www.mlgts.pt/xms/files/site_2018/Newsletters/2023/The_Portuguese_Competition_Authority_publishes_its_best_practices_guide_on_gun-jumping_-_Legal_Alert_ML_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mlgts.pt/xms/files/site_2018/Newsletters/2023/The_Portuguese_Competition_Authority_publishes_its_best_practices_guide_on_gun-jumping_-_Legal_Alert_ML_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mlgts.pt/xms/files/site_2018/Newsletters/2023/The_Portuguese_Competition_Authority_publishes_its_best_practices_guide_on_gun-jumping_-_Legal_Alert_ML_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mlgts.pt/xms/files/site_2018/Newsletters/2023/Defence_of_competition_in_the_digital_sector_-_Legal_Alert_ML_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mlgts.pt/xms/files/site_2018/Newsletters/2023/Defence_of_competition_in_the_digital_sector_-_Legal_Alert_ML_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/knowledge/legal-alerts/Legal-Alert-The-Income-Tax-Information-Report-A-new-legal-obligation-for-multinational-companies/24409/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/knowledge/legal-alerts/Legal-Alert-Setting-up-MENAC-and-the-start-of-a-new-administrative-offence-regime/24419/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/knowledge/legal-alerts/Legal-Alert-Setting-up-MENAC-and-the-start-of-a-new-administrative-offence-regime/24419/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/knowledge/publications/Legal-Alert-Private-enforcement-of-the-Digital-Markets-Act/24209/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/knowledge/publications/Legal-Alert-Private-enforcement-of-the-Digital-Markets-Act/24209/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/knowledge/publications/Legal-Alert-New-rules-for-markets-on-crypto-assets/24279/
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RETAIL AND CONSUMER GOODS

Representative Actions to Protect the 
Interests of Consumers

Decree-Law no. 114-A/2023, of 5 December, 

which transposes Directive (EU) 2020/1828 of 

the European Parliament and of the Council, of 

25 November 2020, on representative actions 

for the protection of the collective interests of 

consumers, entered into force on 6 December. 

This Decree-Law established, for the first time, a 

specific national regime for representative actions 

to protect the rights and interests of consumers.

12.12.2023

Mozambique

TAX

Amendments to the VAT Code in light of 
the measures to accelerate the economy 
package

Law no. 22/2022, of December 28, was approved, 

amending the Value Added Tax Code (VAT Code) 

approved by Law no. 32/2007, of December 31, 

aiming to accommodate this legal device to the 

for the Prevention of Corruption (Regime Geral da 

Prevenção de Corrupção – RGPC) and the General 

Regime for the Protection of Whistleblowers 

(Regime Geral de Proteção de Denunciantes de 

Infrações – RGPDI). According to the order, more 

than half of the posts on the staff map were 

expected to be filled by September.

31.08.2023

General regime for the prevention of 
corruption

During the month of October, in accordance with 

the rules imposed by Decree-Law no. 109‑E/2021, 

of December 9, which establishes the General 

Regime for the Prevention of Corruption (RGPC) 

and creates the National Anti-Corruption 

Mechanism, the entities covered by and obliged to 

adopt and implement the Plan for the Prevention 

of Risks of Corruption and Related Offenses (PPR) 

are required to produce an interim evaluation 

report, which aims to monitor the implementation 

of said PPR (according to Article 6(4)(a), of the 

RGPC).

24.10.2023

measures for the country’s economic acceleration 

package announced by the Government on August 

9 of 2022.

09.01.2023

Brief notes on the new Excise Tax Code

Law no. 19/2022, of December 29, was recently 

approved, amending the Excise Tax Code (ETC), 

approved by Law no. 17/2017, of December 28. 

The Excise Tax is levied on certain goods produced 

in the national territory or imported.

13.01.2023

OIL & GAS

Amendments to the Regulation of the 
Specific Regime of Taxation And Tax 
Benefits of Oil Operations

It was approved the Decree no. 77/2022, of 

November 30, which amends the Regulation of the 

Specific Regime of Taxation and Tax Benefits of 

Oil Operations (Regulation), approved by Decree 

no. 32/2015, of December 31, aiming to adapt this 

legal provision to the amendments introduced by 

Law no. 14/2017, of December 31 (which amends 

and republishes the specific regime of taxation and 

tax benefits of oil operations). Therefore, articles 

9, 10, 11, 14 and 24, all of the Regulation, were 

amended. 

23.02.2023

NATURAL RESOURCES

Amendments to the Regulation of the 
Specific Regime of Taxation and Tax 
Benefits for Mining Activity

It was approved the Decree no. 76/2022, of 

November 30, which amends the Regulation of 

the Specific Regime of Taxation and Tax Benefits 

for Mining Activities (Regulation), approved by 

Decree no. 28/2015, of December 28, aiming 

to adapt this legal provision to the amendments 

introduced by Law no. 15/2017, of December 28 

(which amends and republishes the specific regime 

of taxation and tax benefits for mining activity). 

Therefore, articles 4, 7, 8, 11, 15, and 28, all of the 

Regulation, were amended. 

27.02.2023

https://www.mlgts.pt/en/knowledge/legal-alerts/Legal-Alert-Representative-Actions-to-Protect-the-Interests-of-Consumers/24714/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/knowledge/legal-alerts/Legal-Alert-Representative-Actions-to-Protect-the-Interests-of-Consumers/24714/
https://www.mdradvogados.com/xms/files/2023/Amendments_to_the_VAT_Code_in_light_of_the_measures_to_accelerate_the_economy_package_-_Legal_Alert_MDR_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mdradvogados.com/xms/files/2023/Amendments_to_the_VAT_Code_in_light_of_the_measures_to_accelerate_the_economy_package_-_Legal_Alert_MDR_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mdradvogados.com/xms/files/2023/Amendments_to_the_VAT_Code_in_light_of_the_measures_to_accelerate_the_economy_package_-_Legal_Alert_MDR_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/knowledge/legal-alerts/Legal-Alert-General-Regime-for-the-Prevention-of-Corruption-October-interim-evaluation-report/24590/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/knowledge/legal-alerts/Legal-Alert-General-Regime-for-the-Prevention-of-Corruption-October-interim-evaluation-report/24590/
https://www.mdradvogados.com/xms/files/2023/Brief_notes_on_the_new_Excise_Tax_Code_-_Legal_Alert_MDR_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mdradvogados.com/xms/files/2023/Amendments_to_the_Regulation_of_the_Specific_Regime_of_Taxation_and_Tax_Benefits_of_Oil_Operations_-_Legal_Alert_MDR_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mdradvogados.com/xms/files/2023/Amendments_to_the_Regulation_of_the_Specific_Regime_of_Taxation_and_Tax_Benefits_of_Oil_Operations_-_Legal_Alert_MDR_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mdradvogados.com/xms/files/2023/Amendments_to_the_Regulation_of_the_Specific_Regime_of_Taxation_and_Tax_Benefits_of_Oil_Operations_-_Legal_Alert_MDR_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mdradvogados.com/xms/files/2023/Amendments_to_the_Regulation_of_the_Specific_Regime_of_Taxation_and_Tax_Benefits_for_Mining_Activity_-_Legal_Alert_MDR_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mdradvogados.com/xms/files/2023/Amendments_to_the_Regulation_of_the_Specific_Regime_of_Taxation_and_Tax_Benefits_for_Mining_Activity_-_Legal_Alert_MDR_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mdradvogados.com/xms/files/2023/Amendments_to_the_Regulation_of_the_Specific_Regime_of_Taxation_and_Tax_Benefits_for_Mining_Activity_-_Legal_Alert_MDR_-EN-.pdf
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operations realized between residents and non-

residents from which arise or may arise foreign 

payments or incomes, or that are simply by law 

classified as such.

30.03.2023

INVESTMENT

New Investment Law

The new Investment Law stablishes the legal 

framework, the bases and the general principles 

applicable to the implementation of private 

investments at the Republic of Mozambique and 

eligible to the guarantees and tax and non-tax 

incentives, having been approved to address the 

need to promote improvements in the investment 

and business environment in Mozambique, and 

to adapt the legislative framework to the current 

context and dynamics of the national, regional and 

word economy.

26.06.2023

VIRTUAL ASSETS

Registration of virtual asset service 
providers before the Mozambique Central 
Bank

It was recently published the Notice no. 4/

GBM/2023, of 14 September (Notice), which 

approves the legal framework applicable to the 

registration of virtual asset service providers 

before the Mozambique Central Bank (Banco de 

Moçambique).

06.11.2023

PUBLIC PROCUREMENT

Developments in public procurement: 
approval of the Regulation for Contracting 
Public Works, Supply of Goods and 
Provision of Services to the State and 
the Mozambican Electronic Public 
Procurement Strategy

The decree which approves the new Regulation for 

Contracting Public Works, Supply of Goods and 

Provision of Services to the State, namely Decree 

no. 79/2022, of December 30, was published, 

revoking the diploma previously in force. The new 

Regulation aims to respond to the main challenges 

identified in the public procurement. 

21.03.2023

IMMIGRATION

Brief notes on the New Foreign Exchange 
Law

Law no. 28/2022, of December 29, has recently 

been approved, revoking Law no. 11/2009, of 

March 11 (Previous Foreign Exchange Law), and 

approving the new Foreign Exchange Law. The new 

Foreign Exchange Law came into force on January 

30, 2023 and regulates the foreign exchange 

E-COMMERCE

Regulation of the registration and licensing 
of intermediary providers of electronic 
services and digital platforms operators

Decree no. 59/2023, of October 27, which 

approves the Regulation on the Registration and 

Licensing of Intermediary Providers of Electronic 

Services and Digital Platforms Operators 

(Regulation), was recently published. This new 

Regulation is applicable to intermediary providers 

of electronic services and to digital platforms 

operators (services providers) that offer services 

to recipients based or located in Mozambique, 

irrespective of the place of establishment of the 

services providers.

30.11.2023

Angola

NATURAL RESOURCES

New foreign exchange rules applicable to 
the mining sector

The Angolan National Bank (Banco Nacional de 

Angola – BNA) published, on 9 February, Notice 

No. 2/2023, which establishes the foreign 

exchange framework applicable to the mining 

sector (Notice). Repealing Notice No. 13/2020, of 

29 May, which focused on the diamond sector, the 

new Notice came into force on 10 February. 

27.02.2023

MERGER CONTROL

Merger control enforcement in Angola and 
Mozambique: recent developments

Angola: the Competition Regulatory Authority of 

Angola published an informative bulletin which 

sheds light on its merger control enforcement in 

the last three years. 

Mozambique: the Competition Regulatory 

Authority of Mozambique announced a 

three‑month exemption from gun-jumping fines 

for mergers subject to mandatory filing and 

implemented without prior clearance, if they are 

now notified to the CRA.

07.06.2023

https://www.mdradvogados.com/xms/files/2023/New_Investment_Law_-_Legal_Alert_MDR_-EN-.pdf
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https://www.mdradvogados.com/xms/files/2023/Brief_notes_on_the_new_foreign_exchange_law_-_Legal_Alert_MDR_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mdradvogados.com/xms/files/2023/Brief_notes_on_the_new_foreign_exchange_law_-_Legal_Alert_MDR_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mdradvogados.com/xms/files/2023/Regulation_of_the_registration_and_licensing_of_intermediary_providers_of_electronic_services_and_digital_platforms_operators_-_Legal_Alert_MDR_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mdradvogados.com/xms/files/2023/Regulation_of_the_registration_and_licensing_of_intermediary_providers_of_electronic_services_and_digital_platforms_operators_-_Legal_Alert_MDR_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mdradvogados.com/xms/files/2023/Regulation_of_the_registration_and_licensing_of_intermediary_providers_of_electronic_services_and_digital_platforms_operators_-_Legal_Alert_MDR_-EN-.pdf
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TOURIST VISAS

Exemption and simplification of procedures 
for granting tourist visas

Presidential Decree no. 189/23, of September 29, 

exempted and simplified the process of granting 

tourist visas for entry into the Republic of Angola, 

making it more accessible for foreign visitors.

16.10.2023

CUSTOMS

New Legal Framework for Freight 
Forwarding Activity

Presidential Legislative Decree no. 9/23, of 

October 23, was published, approving the Legal 

Framework for Freight Forwarding Activity. This 

decree revokes, among others, Decree no. 68/89, 

of December 11, which approved the Statute of 

the Freight Forwarder. The Legal Framework for 

Freight Forwarding Activity defines the rules for 

accessing, exercising and supervising the freight 

forwarding activity and applies to all public and 

private entities that conduct this activity in 

national territory.

27.11.2023

EMPLOYMENT

New General Labour Law – main changes 
and impacts

On December 27, Law no. 12/23 was published in 

the Official Gazette, approving the new General 

Labour Law (Lei Geral do Trabalho – new LGT), 

which comes into force within 90 days of its 

publication. The new LGT revokes Law no. 7/15, 

of June 15, which was subject of Rectification 

no. 15/15, of October 2, and all the additional 

legislation that contradicts it. The new legislation 

brings important changes to labour relationships, 

aimed at promoting a fairer, more balanced labour 

environment in line with the needs of today's 

market..

29.12.2023

Cape Verde

COMPETITION

The Competition Authority becomes 
operational

The new Competition Authority of Cape Verde 

(Autoridade da Concorrência, AdC) has recently 

become fully operational. According to its 

President the AdC intends to play an active role in 

enforcing the competition rules and in competition 

advocacy, both within the Cape Verde territory 

and internationally.

22.03.2023

PUBLIC PROCUREMENT

Electronic public procurement system

Decree-Law No. 11/2023, of 17 February, was 

published, institutionalizing the “Electronic 

Platform for Public Procurement” and regulating 

the electronic processing of public procurement 

procedures on said platform. The goal is clear: 

to create an electronic public procurement 

system that replaces “paper”, promoting 

procedural speed, transparency, simplification and 

debureaucratization of procurement procedures, 

based on the use of electronic, open and 

non‑discriminatory means. 

23.03.2023

BANKING AND FINANCE

Provision of virtual asset and digital 
banking services

Law no. 30/X/2023 of 21 June, which regulates 

the provision of services with virtual assets and 

the incorporation of virtual banks, came into force 

on 22 June 2023. Rapid technological progress 

has transformed various aspects of society. The 

economic and financial scenario could not lag 

behind. These are two sectors that have been 

strongly transformed by technology, insofar as the 

use of technology has fostered the appearance of 

new services and new business models, but also 

the emergence of new risks.

26.06.2023

https://www.alcadvogados.com/xms/files/Newsletters/2024/Exemption_and_Simplification_of_procedures_for_granting_tourist_visas_-_Legal_Alert_ALC_-EN-.pdf
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https://www.mlgts.pt/xms/files/site_2018/Newsletters/2023/Merger_Control_Enforcement_in_Angola_and_Mozambique_-_Recent_developments_-_Legal_Alert_ML_Legal_Circle_-EN-.pdf
https://www.alcadvogados.com/xms/files/Newsletters/2023/New_legal_framework_for_freight_forwarding_activity_-_Legal_Alert_ALC_-EN-.pdf
https://www.alcadvogados.com/xms/files/Newsletters/2023/New_legal_framework_for_freight_forwarding_activity_-_Legal_Alert_ALC_-EN-.pdf
https://www.alcadvogados.com/xms/files/Newsletters/2023/Legal_Alert_ML_Nova_Lei_Geral_do_Trabalho_-_Principais_alteracoes_e_impactos_ALC_EN.pdf
https://www.alcadvogados.com/xms/files/Newsletters/2023/Legal_Alert_ML_Nova_Lei_Geral_do_Trabalho_-_Principais_alteracoes_e_impactos_ALC_EN.pdf
https://www.mlgts.pt/xms/files/site_2018/Newsletters/2023/Cape_Verde_-_The_Competition_Authority_becomes_operational_-_Legal_Alert_ML_Legal_Circle_-EN-.pdf
https://www.mlgts.pt/xms/files/site_2018/Newsletters/2023/Cape_Verde_-_The_Competition_Authority_becomes_operational_-_Legal_Alert_ML_Legal_Circle_-EN-.pdf
https://www.vpqadvogados.com/xms/files/RECURSOS/Newsletters/2023/Electronic_public_procurement_system_-_Legal_Alert_VPQ_-EN-.pdf
https://www.vpqadvogados.com/xms/files/RECURSOS/Newsletters/2023/Provision_of_virtual_asset_and_digital_banking_services_-_Regulation_and_incorporation_-_Legal_Alert_VPQ_-EN-.pdf
https://www.vpqadvogados.com/xms/files/RECURSOS/Newsletters/2023/Provision_of_virtual_asset_and_digital_banking_services_-_Regulation_and_incorporation_-_Legal_Alert_VPQ_-EN-.pdf
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SINGAPORE, AN ASIAN 
ECONOMIC PARADISE

Singapore, an Asian economic paradise 

Over the past five decades, Singapore has 
transformed itself into a city of many possibilities. 
From humble origins, this country has become 
a leading destination in the world for business, 
economic competitiveness, talent and quality of 
life.

It is a leading financial center in Asia

The Lion City benefits from government policies 
that position the country as open to trade, attract 
foreign direct investment, and welcome foreign 
companies setting up shop on its shores. This has 
allowed it to become one of Asia’s leading financial 
centers, and many multinationals have already 
established a key presence there. Singapore is the 
fourth largest financial center in the world and the 

third richest in the world. It is home to the largest 
foreign exchange center in the Asia-Pacific region 
and the third largest in the world, after New York 
and London. With these international accolades, 
it’s no wonder that the country is considered the de 
facto financial capital of the Southeast Asian region.

The gateway to the business world

Singapore’s strategic location in the heart of 
Southeast Asia makes its port a major player that is 
still very active. Its proximity to other key countries 
and markets in the region offers many opportunities 
for investors and companies based there.

As part of its commitment to promoting 
international trade, Singapore has concluded 25 free 
trade agreements, many of them with major global 
markets. The country is also an active member 
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) and plays a key role in regional free trade 
agreements, allowing investors and companies based 
here to have privileged access to these important 
economies.

A stable political and legal system 

Singapore’s political stability is another key factor 
for investors. The city-state enjoys a stable political 
system and a reliable legal environment, ensuring 
the protection of foreign investment. Successive 
governments have adopted coherent, predictable 
and consistent economic policies. This boosts 
investor confidence and promotes a healthy and 
secure investment climate.

The small red dot does indeed have a robust 
tax and regulatory system, with competitive tax 
rates and regimes, tax deductions for qualifying 
R&D activities, and an extensive network of 
agreements aimed at avoiding double taxation. It 
is a clear and transparent rule of law, with a low 
level of corruption and robust dispute resolution 
mechanisms, as well as a comprehensive legal 
framework for intellectual property. In addition, 
administrative procedures are simplified, thus 
facilitating the creation and management of 
companies.

A skilled and multilingual workforce 

Singapore is renowned for its pool of highly skilled 
and multilingual talent. With world-renowned 
universities and well-developed vocational training 
programs, the country attracts skilled workers 
in various sectors. English is widely used as the 
language of business, making it easier to trade with 
the rest of the world. This diverse and talented 
workforce is a major asset for companies looking to 
establish themselves in the region.
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Last but not least, an excellent quality 
of life

Apart from factors directly related to investments, 
the quality of life in Singapore also exerts a strong 
attraction. Its stable and progressive political 
environment promises a safe and peaceful life, as 
well as a strong workforce capable of providing jobs 
for people in multiple industries and sectors. It 
also prides itself on a multiracial and multicultural 
society that embraces diversity and inclusion. The 
quality of his education also contributes to this. 
These traits make Singapore the only country in 
the Asia-Pacific region to have received a long-term 
AAA sovereign rating from Moody’s, Fitch and S&P, 
which is the highest credit rating assigned to any 
country.

In summary, the reasons to move to Singapore or 
invest in the Lion City are numerous and worth 
exploring. But most of all, knowing that the country 
genuinely welcomes and embraces foreign residents 

and businesses is perhaps its biggest 
draw. If you’re looking to expand 
your business into Asia, Singapore is 
seriously worth your attention as a 
preferred investment destination.

Am 10. Februar wurde die 
Verordnung Nr. 11/2023 (Decreto‑Lei 
n.º 11/2023) veröffentlicht, mit 
der die Genehmigungsverfahren 
im Umweltbereich reformiert und 
vereinfacht werden und die daneben 
Maßnahmen vorsieht, die sich auf 
die Abläufe der gesamten Verwaltung 
beziehen.

Das Motto der Verordnung ist klar: 
Vereinfachung der Verwaltungstätigkeit 
durch Optimierung und Abschaffung 
von Verfahren, Rechtsvorschriften und 
Auflagen, die unnötig und veraltet sind 
und die die Umsetzung von Projekten 
und in- und ausländische Investitionen 
im Lande verzögern und behindern, 
angefangen im Umweltbereich.

In diesem Sinne sieht die Verordnung 
bedeutende Änderungen verschiedener 
gesetzlicher Regelungen zum 
Umweltschutz vor, die am 1. 
März 2023 in Kraft treten sollen 
und die sich insbesondere auf die 
Umweltverträglichkeitsprüfung (UVP), 
die Vermeidung und integrierte 
Kontrolle von Umweltverschmutzung 
und die Nutzung von Wasserressourcen 
beziehen. Zu den Maßnahmen gehören: 
(i) allgemeine Reduzierung der Anzahl 
von Projekten, die der UVP unterliegen; 

(ii) Vereinfachung der Verfahren in 
Bezug auf Aspekte, die bereits in der 
UVP untersucht wurden, in bestimmten 
Situationen; (iii) Änderung der 
Bestimmungen zur Übertragung von 
Nutzungsrechten an Wasserressourcen 
(die im Laufe der Zeit mehrfach 
diskutiert wurde); (iv) Abschaffung 
der Verpflichtung zur Erneuerung der 
Umweltgenehmigung sowie Befreiung 
von der Genehmigungspflicht in 
bestimmten Situationen.

Bei den Maßnahmen, die die Abläufe 
der gesamten Verwaltung betreffen, 
sind folgende hervorzuheben: 
(i) Einrichtung eines kostenfreien und 
zügigen Verfahrens zur Bescheinigung 
stillschweigender Genehmigungen; 
für dieses Verfahren soll eine dritte 
Stelle zuständig sein und es soll 
dadurch Privatpersonen ermöglicht 
werden, ihre Rechtsinhaberschaft 
nachzuweisen, wodurch wiederum 
Misstrauen und Unsicherheit in 
Fällen beseitigt werden, in denen 
der Gesetzgeber dem Schweigen 
der Verwaltung einen positiven Wert 
beimisst; (ii) Vereinfachung der 
Verwaltungsverfahren im Allgemeinen, 
und zwar durch (a) die Pflicht 
zur Abgabe einer befürwortenden 
Stellungnahme in den Fällen, in 

VEREINFACHUNG DES 
UMWELTSCHUTZES: DAS MOTTO  
FÜR DIE FÖRDERUNG VON PROJEKTEN 
UND INVESTITIONEN IN PORTUGAL

Rui Ribeiro Lima
rrlima@mlgts.pt

Inês Vieira
ivieira@mlgts.pt

https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/partners/Rui-Ribeiro-Lima/253/
mailto:rrlima%40mlgts.pt?subject=
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/associates/Ines-Vieira/20920/
mailto:ivieira@mlgts.pt
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denen eine zwingend vorgeschriebene 
Stellungnahme nicht ausdrücklich 
innerhalb der gesetzlichen Frist 
abgegeben wird; (b) das Verbot der 
Abgabe von Stellungnahmen nach 
Fristablauf; (c) die Einschränkung 
der Möglichkeit der Verwaltung, 
Entscheidungsfristen auszusetzen. 
In Anbetracht der für die Umsetzung 
einiger dieser Maßnahmen 
erforderlichen Anpassungen werden die 
entsprechenden Folgen erst ab dem 1. 
Januar 2024 eintreten.

Die Vereinfachung der Verwaltung und 
die damit einhergehende Förderung 
von Projekten und Investitionen in 
Portugal ist also das neue Motto... 
und das soll nur der Anfang sein. Die 
Regierung hat bereits angekündigt, dass 
die Vereinfachung in anderen Bereichen 
fortgesetzt wird, und das nächste Ziel 
steht bereits fest: die Vereinfachung von 
Genehmigungen und Verfahren in den 
Bereichen Raumordnung und Industrie, 
Handel und Dienstleistungen sowie 
Landwirtschaft.

JULIA FÖRSTER

Morais Leitão freut sich, eine weitere 
exzellente deutsche Rechtsreferendarin 
begleitet zu haben. 

Sie selbst sagt hierzu: 

„Während meiner ereignisreichen Station 

bei ML hatte ich das Privileg, mit einem 

herausragend kompetenten Team an vielen 

spannenden Mandaten im Bereich Competition 

Law zu arbeiten. Diese Erfahrung hat mich 

fachlich wie auch persönlich sehr bereichert. 

Neben diversen inhaltlichen Highlights, bleiben 

mir insbesondere die durch das gesamte ML-

Team gelebte, herzliche Integration, die enge 

Zusammenarbeit sowie das freundschaftliche 

Arbeitsklima in Erinnerung. Gleichzeitig 

hatte ich – auch dank einer Vielzahl 

spannender Insider-Tipps – die Gelegenheit, 

drei aufregende Monate in der malerischen 

Metropole Lissabon mit gutem Essen und 

herrlichem Wetter erleben und genießen 

zu können. Für all diese einzigartigen und 

Julia Förster, Absolventin der Europa-Universität 
Viadrina Frankfurt (Oder) und seinerzeit 
Referendarin im Bezirk des Kammergerichts 
Berlin, verbrachte die Monate Mai, Juni und Juli 
im Lissaboner Büro von Morais Leitão, in denen sie 
die Praxisgruppe EU & Competition der Sozietät 
verstärkte. Zuvor hatte sie als wissenschaftliche 
Mitarbeiterin am Lehrstuhl von Prof. Dr. Carsten 
Nowak und in einem Master-Studium, beides an 
der Viadrina, sowie im Rahmen von Praktika und 
ihrer Anwaltsstation bei renommierten deutschen 
und internationalen Kanzleien im Bereich 
öffentliches und europäisches Wirtschaftsrecht, 
einschließlich Wettbewerbs- und Kartellrecht, 
wertvolle Erfahrungen gesammelt. 
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spannenden Chancen danke ich ganz besonders 

Philipp Melcher und dem ML-German Desk. 

Ich freue mich, mit ML über das Alumni-

Netzwerk auch weiterhin verbunden zu bleiben 

und kann das ML-Referendarprogramm nur 

weiterempfehlen.“

Philipp Melcher, Co-Leiter des German Desk 
erläutert, 

„dass unser Programm deutschen Referendaren 

die Gelegenheit gibt, in einer portugiesischen 

Spitzenkanzlei an interessanten internationalen 

Fällen in englischer Sprache zu arbeiten 

und gleichzeitig ausreichend Zeit zu haben, 

die hohe Lebensqualität in Portugal zu 

genießen und sich auf die mündliche Prüfung 

vorzubereiten. Morais Leitão erlaubt das 

Programm, von den wertvollen Beiträgen 

exzellenter deutscher Junganwälte zu 

profitieren und nachhaltige Verbindungen zu 

deutschsprachigen Jurisdiktionen zu schaffen.“ 

Bei der Planung und praktischen Durchführung 
ihres Aufenthaltes in Lissabon wurde Julia, wie 
schon ihre Vorgänger, unter anderem auch von 
Alumni des Referendarprogramms unterstützt, 
insbesondere (in chronologischer Reihenfolge) von 
Patrick Hinz (inzwischen Rechtsanwalt im Bereich 
Corporate/M&A bei White & Case in Frankfurt), 
Joscha Torweihe (inzwischen Rechtsanwalt im 
Bereich Gewerblicher Rechtsschutz bei Hoyng 
Rokh Monegier in Düsseldorf), Rhea Mariel 

Fugel (Studentin der Rechtswissenschaften an 
der Universität Leipzig) sowie Florian Heimann 
(inzwischen wissenschaftlicher Assistent und 
Doktorand im Bereich Wettbewerbsrecht an der 
Universität Würzburg am Lehrstuhl von Professor 
Dr. Florian Bien). 

José Azevedo Moreira, Co-Leiter des German Desk: 

„Das freut uns ganz besonders und zeigt einmal 

mehr, dass sich unsere Alumni gerne an ihre 

Zeit bei ML zurückerinnern und langfristig 

und auch untereinander Kontakt halten, 

wobei der German Desk sie im Rahmen seines 

Alumni‑Programms unterstützt.“ 

Julia ist inzwischen nach Deutschland 
zurückgekehrt und hat dort ihren Berufseinstieg 
begonnen. Hierbei wünschen wir ihr alles Gute 
und viel Erfolg. Wir werden ihren Werdegang, 
einschließlich über unser Alumni-Programm, weiter 
verfolgen. 

Eine erste Gelegenheit hierzu hatten wir bereits im 
Rahmen unseres diesjährigen Alumni-Frühstücks. 

https://www.mlgts.pt/en/knowledge/news/German-trainees-at-the-Lisbon-office/20319/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/content/news/Morais-Leitao-continues-to-be-the-law-firm-of-choice-for-German-trainees/20940/
https://www.mlgts.pt/xms/files/site_2018/Newsletters/2021/Newsletter_German_Desk_Nr2_dez_21.pdf
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NEUESTE  
AUSZEICHNUNGEN
Morais Leitão wurde wiederholt als 
die beste Anwaltskanzlei in Portugal 
ausgezeichnet.

2024

2023

MOST ACTIVE LAW FIRM IN EQUITY
Euronext Lisbon Awards

PORTUGAL TAX FIRM OF THE YEAR
ITR – EMEA Tax Awards

NATIONAL FIRM OF THE YEAR
Women in Business Law EMEA Awards

FIRM FOR 
TOMORROW
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GERMAN DESK

PHILIPP MELCHER
TEAMKOORDINATOR

CAROLINA NAGY 
CORREIA

DIOGO FRADA 
ALMEIDA

FILIPA CASTANHEIRA 
DE ALMEIDA

JOSÉ AZEVEDO 
MOREIRA
TEAMKOORDINATOR

TIAGO DA COSTA 
ANDRADE

MANUEL BRAGANÇA 
SANTOS

LUÍS M. PEREIRA 
COUTINHO

INÊS COSTA BASTOS JOSÉ MARIA CORTES

MARGARIDA TORRES 
GAMA

germandesk@mlgts.pt

https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/managing-associates/Philipp-Melcher/4589/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/trainees/Carolina-Nagy-Correia/22690/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/trainees/Carolina-Nagy-Correia/22690/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/associates/Diogo-Frada-Almeida/22905/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/associates/Diogo-Frada-Almeida/22905/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/principal-associates/Filipa-Castanheira-de-Almeida/21796/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/principal-associates/Filipa-Castanheira-de-Almeida/21796/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/senior-associates/Jose-Azevedo-Moreira/1473/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/senior-associates/Jose-Azevedo-Moreira/1473/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/associates/Tiago-da-Costa-Andrade/20113/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/associates/Tiago-da-Costa-Andrade/20113/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/trainees/Manuel-Braganca-Santos/21742/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/trainees/Manuel-Braganca-Santos/21742/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/trainees/Luis-M-Pereira-Coutinho/23547/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/trainees/Luis-M-Pereira-Coutinho/23547/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/trainees/Ines-Costa-Bastos/22697/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/associates/Jose-Maria-Cortes/21772/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/managing-associates/Margarida-Torres-Gama/263/
https://www.mlgts.pt/en/people/managing-associates/Margarida-Torres-Gama/263/
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MORAIS LEITÃO, GALVÃO 
TELES, SOARES DA SILVA 
& ASSOCIADOS

mlgts.pt

LUANDA
Masuika Office Plaza
Edifício MKO A, Piso 5, Escritório A/B 
Talatona, Município de Belas  
Luanda – Angola
T +244 926 877 476/8/9
T +244 926 877 481
geral@alcadvogados.com

ALC ADVOGADOS

alcadvogados.com

LISBOA
Rua Castilho, 165
1070-050 Lisboa
T +351 213 817 400
F +351 213 817 499
mlgtslisboa@mlgts.pt

PORTO
Avenida da Boavista, 3265 – 4.2 
Edifício Oceanvs 
4100-137 Porto
T +351 226 166 950 - 226 052 380
F +351 226 163 810 - 226 052 399
mlgtsporto@mlgts.pt

FUNCHAL
Av. Arriaga, n.º 73, 1.º, Sala 113
Edifício Marina Club
9000-060 Funchal
T +351 291 200 040
F +351 291 200 049
mlgtsmadeira@mlgts.pt

PRAIA
Edifício BAIcenter, 3.º esq.
Av. Cidade de Lisboa, Chã d’Areia
Praia — Cabo Verde
M +238 972 84 20
M +238 973 23 21
geral@vpqadvogados.com

VPQ ADVOGADOS

vpqadvogados.com

MAPUTO
Avenida Marginal, 141, Torres Rani 
Torre de Escritórios, 8.º piso
Maputo – Moçambique
T +258 21 344000
F +258 21 344099
geral@mdradvogados.com

MDR ADVOGADOS

mdradvogados.com

SINGAPORE
9 Raffles Place
#25-02 Republic Plaza
Singapore 048619
T +65 6349 2284
geral.sg@ml.pt

MOSAMBIK

ANGOLA

PORTUGAL

KAPVERDEN

SINGAPUR

An Ihrer Seite,  
jederzeit, überall.

https://www.mlgts.pt/pt/
mailto:geral%40alcadvogados.com?subject=
https://www.alcadvogados.com/pt/
mailto:mlgtslisboa%40mlgts.pt?subject=
mailto:mlgtsporto%40mlgts.pt?subject=
mailto:mlgtsmadeira%40mlgts.pt?subject=
mailto:geral%40vpqadvogados.com?subject=
https://www.vpqadvogados.com/en/
mailto:geral%40mdradvogados.com?subject=
http://www.mdradvogados.com/en
https://www.lexmundi.com/

