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LEGAL ALERT 

 

BIOMETHANE 

 

MARKET OPPORTUNITY ARISING FROM THE GRAZING PROGRAMME 

FOR FIRE PREVENTION 
 

 

 

 

Ordinance No. 141/2026/1, of April 6, has been published, approving a programme to support 

extensive grazing for the prevention of major rural fires. 

 

What does the Ordinance provide for? 

 

The Ordinance establishes two support schemes financed by the Environmental Fund, with a total 

budget of up to EUR 30 million: 

 

• Support for the establishment of new livestock producers (cattle, sheep and goats under 

extensive farming systems) in regions most susceptible to rural fires, with a EUR 30,000 

establishment grant per producer, over five years; and 

• Support for the conversion of scrubland into pasture, with a view to creating agroforestry 

mosaics and reducing fuel loads in high-risk areas. 

 

Why is this relevant for the biomethane sector? 

 

Although the legislation does not expressly mention the production of renewable gases or 

biomethane, its practical effects could be significant for the sector: 
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• The structural increase in livestock numbers in the regions covered (which encompass 

hundreds of parishes across the mainland) translates into a potential increase in livestock 

manure, one of the main raw materials for anaerobic digestion and biomethane production; 

• The public policy underpinning the legislation aligns with the objectives of the National 

Energy and Climate Plan 2030 (PNEC 2030) and with the decarbonisation commitments 

of the energy sector, reinforcing the favourable context for the development of biomethane 

projects in Portugal; 

• The regions covered by the programme are strategic areas for the planning of biomethane 

production units using livestock manure, in coordination with producers supported by the 

new scheme. 

 

The Morais Leitão’s energy and natural resources team has experience in advising on biomethane 

and renewable gas production projects, from licensing to the structuring of supply contracts, grid 

injection and access to financing. We are available to analyse the specific opportunities that this 

new regulatory framework may create for your project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This publication is purely informational and is not meant to be a source of legal advice, nor does it contain a 

comprehensive review of all aspects of the law and practice referred to. The information contained herein refers to the 

date of first publication, readers being warned to take legal advice before applying it to specific issues or transactions. 

The contents of this publication may not be copied, disclosed or distributed in whole or in part without prior consent. 

For more information please contact us at comunicacao@mlgts.pt. 
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