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LEGAL ALERT 

 

NEW NATIONALITY LAW 

 

 

 

 

Organic Law No. 1/2026 of 18 May – Amendment to Law No. 37/81 of 3 October, enacting the 

Nationality Law 

 

Yesterday, the new Nationality Law was published in the Official Gazette and has entered into force 

today, thereby amending the previous law. 

 

The amendments will impact all applicants who have not submitted their citizenship application by 

the time the new law becomes effective. Under the new rules: 

 

• Citizens of Portuguese-speaking countries and other EU Member States will be subject to a 

seven-year residence requirement; 

• Applicants of other nationalities will be subject to a ten-year residence requirement. 

 

Arguing that the residence period should not be prejudiced by administrative delays is, in our view, 

a reasonable and defensible position. That said, given the novelty of the administrative changes, the 

courts have not yet ruled on comparable cases and there is no established case law that allows for a 

reliable prediction of judicial outcomes. We are therefore assessing whether and how litigation 

strategies could be pursued in this context. 

 

The new law states that the Portuguese Government will publish a new regulation under the 

Nationality Act within 90 days, which we hope will clarify some ongoing questions, such as the 

requirement to maintain the investment for an additional five years. 

 

Should you have any questions, please contact us directly. 

https://www.mlgts.pt/en/
https://diariodarepublica.pt/dr/detalhe/lei-organica/1-2026-1123539996#_msdynmkt_donottrack=0,_msdynmkt_linkid=75d633f2-b2e6-4e0b-b7db-7ac3a1bd0b31
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This publication is purely informational and is not meant to be a source of legal advice, nor does it contain a 

comprehensive review of all aspects of the law and practice referred to. The information contained herein refers to the 

date of first publication, readers being warned to take legal advice before applying it to specific issues or transactions. 

The contents of this publication may not be copied, disclosed or distributed in whole or in part without prior consent. 

For more information please contact us at comunicacao@mlgts.pt. 
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